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The
Foundation Buzz
Our Mission:
The Fulton Public Schools Founda on is a 501(c)(3) non‐proﬁt organiza on dedicated to enhancing and enriching the
educa onal experiences for students in our public school system.

GALA 2015 Honors Founders and Partners

David A. Burre, ’65 , an Educa onal
Partner, shares his story

Keynote speaker, Rick Means, ‘73 (center) helped make the Founda ons’ ﬁrst‐ever GALA a great success! Pictured
with Rick are two of his FHS classmates who serve as oﬃcers of the Founda on, Treasurer Rick Gohring (le ) and
President Bruce Hackmann (right)

For years the Fulton Public Schools Founda on had wanted to hold a gala event to honor all the individuals
and businesses that have helped it to grow into the success it is today. On March 28, 2015, that dream was
ﬁnally realized. Approximately 100 people joined event chairs Vicky and Tommy Salmons for an elegant
evening of dining, awards, and music at the Mueller Center on the Westminster Campus.
Rick Means, FHS ‘73, president of Shelter Insurance, gave the keynote address and also surprised the
Founda on with a $2,000 gi from he and his wife, Molly, which was matched by Shelter Insurance for a
total gi of $4,000!

Mrs. Pat Jones receives an Educa onal
Partner award from Superintendent
Dr. Jacque Cowherd

Awards were presented to key individuals that have been instrumental in the Founda on’s development.
David A. Burre, ‘65, was honored for his ini al land dona on that was the impetus for star ng the
Founda on in 2004. Mrs. Pat Jones received recogni on for establishing the ﬁrst restricted fund with her
gi of $20,000 for foreign language training in the elementary schools. The Bla ner Family was honored
for their strong support of the Founda on in its early years. Recently they moved the Sylvia K. Bla ner
Fund to the Founda on as a restricted fund. Members of the Harris family were also honored. Bruce
Harris, FHS ‘72, served as a founding member of the board in 2006 and Glenn Harris, FHS ‘01, recently
served as treasurer. The Major Saver organiza on was also honored as an Educa onal Partner. A new
Educa onal Partners plaque was unveiled at the GALA displaying all their names.
GALA Chairs Vicky and Tommy
Salmons (right) FHS ’73 and ’71
The Class of 1964 received recogni on for it’s 50th reunion gi of $4,365, the largest reunion gi in the
Founda on’s history at that me. A new giving club had been established in January of 2015 and charter
members of the Hornet Founda on Circle, chaired by Mike Basne , were also recognized. The ﬁnal group to be honored was the Founding
Fi y. This group of dedicated individuals undertook the task of crea ng an endowment fund for the Founda on in 2011‐2012. Each person
gave a minimum of $1,000 to establish a $50,000 endowment. All agreed, it was indeed a gala evening of celebra on.

2015 Founda on Board of Directors

Top Row (L‐R) ‐ Joe Holt ‘58, Diane Ludwig ‘64 (Execu ve Director); Angela Morrison ’66 , Betsy Schlemeier ’83, Beth Houf, Rick Gohring ’73
Bo om Row (L‐R) ‐ Nikki Ryan ‘97, Melissa Siegel, Bruce Hackmann ’73 , Gina McLaclan, Lydia Schuster ‘01
Not pictured ‐ Mike Basne ‘ 72 , Rod La y ‘75, and Clint Smith ‘94

From our President
Bruce Hackmann

We o en hear people say they didn’t know the Fulton Public Schools Founda on existed. Don’t feel bad if that
describes you. It simply underscores the challenge we face as an organiza on to build credibility within the ranks of our alumni
and friends. Our charge is to make our mission worthy of your interest and support.
It was li le more than a decade ago that a small group of community and school people were pulled together to form
the Fulton Public Schools Founda on. At that point in me our objec ve was simple – create a non‐proﬁt en ty, aligned but
opera onally independent of the Fulton School District, to accept a tax deduc ble land dona on from FHS alumnus David
Burre, ’64. That mission was accomplished and the Founda on was born.
Just as educa on is the bedrock of our existence, the Fulton Public Schools Founda on has been faced with a learning
curve. We no longer exist for a singular purpose. From that simple beginning the Founda on has evolved into an organiza on
that now embraces the broader role it is intended to ﬁll. Classroom grants, academic enhancements, class reunions,
endowment growth, and other tradi onal objec ves of public school founda ons hardly registered on our radar a decade ago.
Today, they are the reason we exist. It is very gra fying to see how far the Founda on has come since 2004 and even more
exci ng to see the opportuni es that await us.
Even though our Founda on func ons independently of the Fulton School District, we operate to supplement and
improve funding for school programs that might fall outside of our district budget. We recognize that in order for our school
children to have the best, the District could use our help. The Founda on envisions helping as many students as possible with
the funds we have available. And we are proud to report that Fulton’s students and teachers are now the beneﬁciaries of
thousands of dollars for innova ve classroom grants from the Founda on. These grants and other District ini a ves are made
possible through the generosity of our donors, many of whom are listed in this newsle er.
There is no reason to believe that our school district can’t be one of the best in the state of Missouri. It is a goal that is
worthy of our support. Investment in our students and teachers is a wonderful legacy that will impact future genera ons of
Fulton students. Please consider inves ng today.
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The Founding Fifty
The Fulton Public Schools Foundation gratefully recognizes the following individuals for their generous support in creating the
FPSF Endowment Fund in 2011-2012.

Jean Avra

Dennis and Charla Depping

George and Angela Morrison

Dale and Myrna Backer

Connie and David Epperson

Henry and Barbara Niles

Rhad and Leah Beth Baker

Rick Gohring

Earl and Pat O’Rourke

Mike and Teri Basne

Bruce Hackmann

Drs. Robert and Lisa Pierce

Dr. Robert and Puz Basne

Bruce and Sue Harris

Irislee Prada

Jim Baumgartner

Joe Holt

Phil and Ruthie Reynolds

Mike and Mary Ann Beahon

Charles and Josephine James

Charles and Nancy Riley

John and Jerri Bell

David and Jan Kern

Tom and Jamie Riley

Leroy and Frances Benton

Susan Krumm

Dr. Bruce and Carol Robertson

Wayne and Be y Bill

Rod and Janet La y

Jorgen and Betsy Schlemeier

Evangeline Bla ner

Sue Lippinco

David and Mary Shively

Ed and Barb Brandt

Major Saver

Jack and Betsy Tu

Catherine Cooke‐Canitz

Jack E. Marshall

Chad and Julie Uhls

Tom and Katherine Christensen

David McDaniel

Dr. J. W. and Cindy Vann

Dr. Jacque and Karen Cowherd

Ronnie and Janice McDaniel

Richard E. Wilson

Robert and Grace Craghead

Vicki and Mike McDaniel

One Anonymous Donor

Dick Davis

Shari Means

Hornet Founda on Circle
New for the Founda on this year is the Hornet Founda on Circle, a
major giving club to assist with Founda on growth. As new projects
and needs have arisen, the board determined that part‐ me staﬃng
was also a must. These mul plue needs would require addi onal
funding.

Betsy Bla ner Tu , ‘66, and John Bla ner, ‘75, with Superintendent
Dr. Jacque Cowherd (le )

The Hornet Founda on Circle (HFC), an annual giving club, was
established to provide those ﬂexible dollars. Levels begin at $250 per
year and go to $5,000. We are excited that many of you have already
signed on and the opportunity will be provided to others in our Fall
Campaign. Charter membership is available un l December 31, 2015.
If you would like to join, contact Diane Ludwig, at 573‐642‐4664.
At the GALA in March, we recognized all charter members with a
special HFC label pin designed and created by B‐Line Engraving.

Glenn Harris, ‘01, and Sue Williamson Harris, ‘65

Hornet Founda on Circle Chair Mike Basne , ‘71.

HFC Lapel Pin
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Classroom Grants 2014 ‐ 2015
A common ques on we hear is “What does the Founda on do with the money it receives?” This is a ques on we are happy to answer.
Our most popular program is the Classsroom Grant that any Fulton Public School teacher or principal can apply for. We typically award
grants of $500 to $1,000 for projects that bring innova on, expanded learning opportuni es, and/or unique learning experiences to the
students. Our 2015‐16 recipients will be featured in our Spring newsle er to allow me for their programs to be implemented. Here are
the projects and recipients of the 2014‐15 grants that were featured at the spring GALA.
Cruising Through Chromebooks in 2nd Grade (2 grants)— adding three chromebooks moved the class to a 2:1 access ra o for using this
technology for ac vi es such as researching, wri ng, and instant feedback. Bartley Elementary, Ka e Marshall‐Bishop, teacher; $750
grant / Morgan Kraus, teacher; $750 grant
Busy Bees— is a con nua on of a program designed to reduce the amount of bullying behavior exhibited by 2nd and 3rd grade girls and
teach rela onships, self‐image and personal strengths. Bartley Elementary, Teresa Alison, teacher; $500 grant

R.A.I.L.S. Club—allows low‐achieving students to choose on‐level books to read, check out and take home. Books are discussed and reading
logs kept. Bush Elementary, Juanita Heider, teacher; $500 grant
I’m a 21st Century Learner! ‐ This program for 4th grade students develops skills in Web 2.0 tools using Minecra for Educa on and
GoAnimate which foster cri cal thinking, collabora on, crea vity and connec vity. McIn re Elementary, Casey Echelmeier, teacher; $500
grant
McIn re’s 5th Grade Hornet Ambassadores: Leading for the Future — is a collabora ve program among 5th grade students, faculty and
staﬀ, and the community providing leadership development through leading by example. Beth Houf, Billy Cannon and Courtney Blackwell,
teachers; $500 grant

Classroom Grants Engage Learners in New Ways
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Classroom Grants 2014 ‐ 2015
FMS Broadcas ng Club—support’s the work of FMS Broadcas ng Club in their video and radio coverage of FMS ac vi es as well as other
programming needs. Jan Bailey, teacher; $500 grant
Fulton Mugs Coﬀee Shop ‐ FMS special educa on students run a coﬀee shop 3 days a week and complete learning objec ves 2 days a
week, learning life skills to transi on to post‐secondary life. Amy Jolly, teacher, $1,000 grant
Back Row (L‐R) ‐ Erica Hogan, Bartley ; Josh Howard, FMS
Front Row (L‐R) ‐ Nikki Brown, McIn re; Casey Echelmeier, McIn re;
Melody Haper, FHS; Stephanie Smith, FHS; Robyn Frame, Bartley;
Ka e Finley, Bartley

Thank You From
The Teachers !
“I’m a 21st Century Learner”

“The Buzz ‐ FMS Broadcas ng Club”

“This past school year, I’m a 21st Century Learner, allowed 4th grade
students the opportunity to “think outside of the box” and create personal
learning experiences that would enhance their learning in speciﬁc content
while developing 21st century skills needed to become produc ve 21st
century learners. The students learned how to create video games that
would showcase their understanding of content through a personal learning
plan. By crea ng these experiences, the students were able to reach a
higher and deeper level of understanding of all content areas.”

“I have been a recipient of grants from the Fulton Public Schools
Founda on several years. The grants have helped me greatly in extending
my curriculum far beyond the classroom.”

“ Overall, teachers have been able to acquire materials and implement
programs and ac vi es to promote student engagement and inquiry that
may not have been available without the Fulton Public Schools Founda on
funding.”

Casey Echelmeier
McIn re School
2014‐15 Classroom Grant

“Our most recent and ongoing endeavor is the FMS Broadcas ng
Club. The Broadcas ng Club has two facets: Internet radio broadcas ng
and video produc ons. FMS students (6‐8 grades) have the opportunity to
be part of either, or both. Our Internet Radio Sta on: The Buzz ‐ allows us
to communicate school func ons, announcements, PSA's, and other
student ac vi es, along with top forty music hits. The video produc on
por on includes videoing and photographing school ac vi es, then
producing videos to be shared with all FMS students. The Fulton Public
Schools Founda on ini ally allowed us to purchase video ﬂip cameras,
microphones, head sets, and jump drives. This grant was con nued to
allow us to subscribe to an Internet radio service to host our
sta on. Thank you Fulton Public Schools Founda on! “
Jan Bailey
Fulton Middle School
2014‐15 Classroom Grant

From our Execu ve Director
Welcome to our ﬁrst Fulton Public Schools Founda on newsle er! How exci ng to be able to share with you the many wonderful
things happening at the Founda on.
Having grown up in Fulton in the 1950‐60’s, and then being gone for 45 years, I’m enjoying catching up with our school system
and what the needs are today. Technology is certainly a driving force as is a need for global, innova ve, thinking. All this causes
needs our school systems cannot meet. That is where public school founda ons come in. Jeﬀerson City, Columbia, Mexico, New
Bloomﬁeld, and Sedalia all have them. Our Fulton Public School Founda on has been a slow and steady partner to the District.
We work each year to fulﬁll needs iden ﬁed by the teachers and administrators through the district needs assessment process.
We are now ready to grow our capacity to help. This means reaching out to you, our community. There are so many ways we can
partner! If you are planning a class reunion, please consider a gi to the Founda on (and get to use one of our reunion banners;
see page 8. Our new Hornet Founda on Circle annual giving club is a great opportunity and if you join before December 31, you’ll
be a charter member (gi s of $250‐$5000; see page 3. We’ll also be doing an appeal in November, just in me for your year‐end giving. If you like bar‐
gains, be sure to purchase several Major Saver cards next March (2016) through the elementary schools see page 6. We also are honored to be the recipi‐
ent of tribute gi s in memory of or in honor of persons or events. Some of you may be thinking longer‐term about se ng up a scholarship or an endow‐
ment gi , and we can assist you with those. Together our Founda on will grow into an even stronger partner for our school district as we all help create
21st century learners. Please let me know how you would like to help.
Diane Burre Ludwig, CFRE, ‘64 ExDir@FultonSchoolsFounda on.org

573‐642‐4664
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50th Reunion Class Gi s Fuel Founda on
When the FHS Class of 1964 was planning its 50th reunion, they decided to make a class gi back to their alma mater. The class set a goal
of $2,500 and added a Founda on Reunion Gi Form to their packet of materials sent to all their classmates. The form allowed for
dona ons ‘in memory of’ or ‘in honor of’ favorite teachers, classmates or family members and many chose to do that. The Founda on
responded to this interest by crea ng a large 8 foot banner emblazoned with the words “FHS 50th Class Reunion” for golden anniversary
reunion classes to use at their various events (see page 8). At the reunion banquet, class members were thrilled to learn they had raised
$4,365 for the Founda on and Fulton Public Schools!
Once Diane Burre Ludwig, ’64, took over as execu ve director of the Founda on, she immediately went to the Class of 1965, her brother’s
class, and challenged them to meet or exceed the Class of 1964 total. The planning team, headed by Shirley Harris Fisher, decided it was a
worthy goal and signed on. Again the pledge forms were added to the reunion packets and classmates could honor or remember
classmates, teachers and family. And they did! The grand total for the Class of 1965 was $16,565.65 (note all the 65s)!
Currently the Class of 1950 is working on a reunion class gi for their 65th reunion. Results will be announced at their banquet in
mid‐October. The Class of 1966 is also considering the op on as they plan for their 50th reunion in 2016. If your class is interested, please
contact Diane Burre Ludwig at 573‐642‐4664 or DBLudwig22@aol.com. The Founda on will provide a reunion banner/sign for your speciﬁc
reunion year and also has a large ‘presenta on check’ you may use. It is a FUN and wonderful way to remember the good mes of your
high school years and help today’s students make their own great

Class of 1964

Terry Ersham , ‘64, (le ) and Diane Burre Ludwig, ‘64, (far right) present their class
gi of $4,365 to FHS representa ve Carol Robertson in October 2014.

Class of 1965

Shirley Harris Fisher, ‘65 (le ), David Burre, ‘65, and Linda Glascock O’Bryant’,65
(right), present their class gi of $16,565.65 to Diane Burre Ludwig, Founda on
execu ve director, in July 2015.

Major Saver Card = FREE Items!
The $10 you invest in a Major Saver Card will certainly be one you’ll enjoy! We thank
the following area merchants for suppor ng the public schools through the Founda on
with this easy and beneﬁcial project. Here are the treats awai ng you and your MS
card:
Beks—Free Ar choke Dip with a $20 purchase
Brooklyn Pizza—FREE garlic bread with any $10 food purchase
Bronzed and Beau ful—Receive 10% oﬀ any purchase reusable)
DQ—Buy one combo meal and get a small sundae FREE
Family Video—FREE $1 rental with any new release rental (reusable)
Fulton Diner—Buy one lunch/dinner entrée, get one slice of cheesecake FREE
Iron Skillet—Buy one buﬀet, get one FREE
Jalisco—Buy one dinner, get one burrito FREE
Lulu’s—Buy one frozen yogurt, get one FREE (up to $5)
McDonalds—Buy one large sandwich, get one FREE
Pizza Hut—Buy one lunch buﬀet and so drink, get one lunch buﬀet FREE
Saults—Buy one milkshake, get one FREE
Sonic—Buy one single pa y cheeseburger, get one FREE
Studio Seven—$25 oﬀ a photo session fee
Subway—Buy one 6” sandwich and 21‐oz drink, get one 6” sub FREE
Cards will again be available through the elementary schools next March. Plan now to
support this great fundraiser and help make good things happen for our schools.
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Kelly Osborne (center), president of Major Saver, Inc. presents a check for $11,070
to Bruce Hackman, president and Diane Burre Ludwig, execu ve director, at the
May 2015 Founda on board mee ng. This represents the results of the 2015
Major Saver cards campaign. Many thanks to all who par cipated.

Fall 2015
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2015 Board of Directors
Officers
Bruce Hackmann, President
Rick Gohring, Treasurer
Gina McLachlan, Secretary

Upcoming Foundation Events
Hornet Foundation Circle Campaign
2016 GALA Dinner and Awards
Application deadline for 2016-17 Grants
Announcement of Grant Recipients

November/December 2015
March/April 2016
April 2016
May 2016

573-592-5800 or 583-642-4664
2 Hornet Drive, Fulton, MO 65251

ExOfficio Members
Dr. Jacque Cowherd, Superintendent
Diane B. Ludwig, CFRE, Exec Director

The Class of 1965 u lized the Founda on’s 50th Anniversary banner in
their class photo at their reunion in July 2015. We are honored by the
generous dona ons made by the Class of ‘65 and delighted they enjoyed
using the banner at their various events.

www.fultonschoolsfoundation.org

Directors
Mike Basnett
Joe Holt
Beth Houf
Rodney Latty
Angela Morrison
Nikki Ryan
Betsy Schlemeier
Lydia Schuster
Melissa Siegel
Clint Smith

